
Message to teachers: 

 

We are so pleased to welcome you to the program for Hands On Polynesia!  We have enjoyed 

working on this and learning about Polynesia ourselves, and we hope that this will be a tropical 

vacation and fun learning experience for you and your students, as well!  (But we also want you 

to know how much we will miss being with the kids this year, and how much we look forward to 

a more normal experience next year, when we can hopefully be back in person.) 

 

You will be receiving an access code to files on a private YouTube channel; this will allow you to 

use the videos with your classes.  As always, there is an introductory video; we recommend 

you begin with it.  Then you will find videos for the four stations, which can be used in any 

order: 

 Gallery--showing Polynesian artifacts and demonstrating “Wayfinding,” the Polynesian  

technique for navigating the open seas; 

 Movement--performing a rhythmic Sa’amoan “slap dance;” 

 Theater--a play about the coral reefs and how they are endangered in our world; 

 Art--using watercolors to paint a palm frond motif called a “Koru.” 

 

For each station, we have provided a folder.  In it, you will find a lesson plan, complete with links 

to 3rd-grade TEKS, and any other materials that go with it.  Gallery connects to geography; 

Movement to music; Theater to science; Art to visual arts.  These are all contained in this 

Google file.  You should also be receiving art supplies for your class; they have been delivered 

to your school.  We want this experience to connect with your curriculum and make your 

teaching year a little easier, not more involved! 

 

Before you use the videos, please watch the teacher intro videos for each station--they will let 

you know what to expect, and how you can best use them with your students.   

 

PLEASE MAKE A COPY OF ANYTHING YOU WISH TO DOWNLOAD AND DOWNLOAD 

THE COPY--THE ORIGINAL NEEDS TO STAY IN THE FILE SO THAT IT REMAINS 

AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE! 

 

 


